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DIRECTORS—PLEASE COPY THIS NEWSLETTER AND SHARE WITH YOUR TEACHERS!

VPK, Here We Comel

“Toge‘rher, we can make it work!" = ;

was the theme of the recent W
Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten (VPK)

update meeting led by the

Coalition's executive director, Janet Kahn. About 100
local child care providers attended the Early Childhood
Association (ECA) meeting on the evening of Tuesday,
March 15th, where Janet was a guest speaker.

Many of the logistics of the VPK program are still
unknown at this point as we await more details from the
state's Office of Early Learning. Janet shared the
information we do have at this point and stressed that
one component of the Coalition's role is to be a
resource to help providers who are interested in
implementing the program at their sites. We are
committed to sharing new information with you as soon
as we have it, and to bringing your questions and
concerns to the state level. We will provide answers as
we receive them. Providers are also encouraged to
check out www.vpkflorida.org for updates.

Some highlights from the VPK Update:

e Participating providers may choose how to
structure their VPK programs. School year
programs are 540 hours and summer programs are
300 hours. The 540-hour program has flexibility.
For example, the VPK program could be set up as
three, four, five or six-hour day programs.

e The Florida performance standards for four-
year-olds have been revised and are expected to
be available for distribution soon. The
modifications to the standards included the
addition of a standard in the Physical Health,
Approaches to Learning and Social and Emotional
domain. Also created were two separate domains to
emphasize “Language and Communication” and a new
"Emergent Literacy” focus. The new standards can
currently be viewed online at the website below
(click on “Performance Standards").

www.myfloridaeducation.com/earlylearning

e No supplemental fees (registration fees, field
trip fees, etc.) may be charged for VPK hours.
Only state funds must pay for VPK hours. The VPK
program hours must be free to the parents.

e The state is estimating that it will fund
approximately $2500 per child. ( TAis number is a
rough figure and may be higher or lower in
different counties around the state. Administrative
expenses of 5% will be taken from that figure.)

e Providers may choose their own curriculum for
their VPK  programs, given that it s
developmentally appropriate with a literacy
component, aligned with research, addresses the
revised performance standards for four-year-olds
and meets several other standards detailed on the
DOE website (click on "Curriculum Standards"):

www.myfloridaeducation.com/earlylearning

e The Coalition can help providers select and
secure funds for purchasing curriculum materials.
The Florida Center for Reading Research has
reviewed several curriculums and will provide a tool
that can help providers assess their curiculum.
Please note that the list they reviewed does not
represent all of the options. Other Curricula may
still be used, if they meet the DOE standards.

Featured Teacher! beginning April 2005
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Beginning next month, each Coalition newsletter will
highlight a local early childhood educator in a special
article called "Featured Teacher”. We know that there
are many dedicated teachers in our community who
deserve to be recognized and celebrated for their
commitment. The Coalition will present each Featured
Teacher with a gift for his or her classroom. Thanks to
all of you for the great work you do every day for the
youngest members of our community.

What does the Coalition really do?
Still not sure of what the Early Learning

Coalition of Sarasota can do to support your

child care program? Check out the attached

- Codalition Q&A flyer for more information
about what we do! Please contact us if you

have questions or concerns, or just want to share your

experiences in the field of early childhood education!
We are here to serve you!




FREE Infant/Toddler Trainings!

Over 45 local child care providers are participating in
the Coalition's Infant/Toddler Initiative, a voluntary
program that offers mentoring, equipment and
materials to child care programs serving children 0-36
months. The program began in February [
and runs through the end of June 2005. ™
As part of this program, a series of
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Infant/Toddler  trainings  will  be
sponsored by the Coalition and offered
FREE to any interested providers. CEUs

available! See attached flyer for details!

Self-Assessment Winners' Circle

Congratulations to 126 local providers!

At the beginning of last summer, the

Coalition distributed self-assessment forms

to all child care providers and asked you to

evaluate the strengths and challenges in

your programs. 126 of you fook the fime fo fill out
these forms and make plans to improve your sites this
year!

To thank you, the Coalition will be giving each of the
126 providers a set of 10 large colorful multi-cultural
posters highlighting  positive character  traits!
Congratulations to you all! See the attached letter for
more information!

Free Tips for Parents
Picky Eaters, Sibling Rivalry and Morel!

Sound parenting advice on more than 50 topics is
available free of charge in a series of columns written
by Robert McCall. Ph.D., a former columnist for
Parents magazine. These columns, "well suited for
newsletters...provide clear, concise and accurate
information on topics such as dealing with a child's
lying, what to do about nightmares, discipline and
finicky eaters, and how to recognize and address grief
in children."
Valuable, free information for parents on a variety of
subjects! Add some tidbits to your program's monthly
newsletter or include the website below in your
newsletter as a resource for your parents.

These columns are available at:
www.education.pitt.edu/ocd/family/parentingcolumns.asp

Important note from the Coalition: As you know, this is just one of
many resources available on these topics. Differing opinions exist among
experts and educators alike, and information should be reviewed
carefully before giving it to parents, to be sure that it is in line with
your center or family child care home philosophy.

Developing Effective Discipline Skills
You asked for it, you got it! The #1 training topic
requested by child care providers continues to be
discipline and managing challenging behaviors.

Well, Saturday, April 9this your lucky day! Nationally-
recognized psychologist and trainer Dr. Fred Johnson
and Training Manager Elma McKay from Children First
will be presenting a workshop on this topic and teaching
10 techniques for encouraging children and building
self-discipline. The training will be from 8:30 a.m. fo
4:00 p.m. at the Flanzer Jewish Community Center in
Sarasota. The $25 fee includes materials and a copy of
Dr. Fred Johnson's book, Effective Discipline for the

Difficult Child. .6 CEUs are available. Checks can be

made payable to the “Early Learning Coalition” and
mailed to the ELC address listed at the bottom of this
newsletter. For questions, please call Elma at 953-
3877.

Visit our website! Minutes of meetings and scholarship applications are posted. A calendar of meetings is also available, as well as a section for you to exchange
information and ideas. Look us up and give us your feedback! If any director or teacher would like to receive a copy of this newsletter via email, please contact Jenn

Gasparro at the email address below.
Early Learning Coalition of Sarasota County
(listed below: official mailing address only)
4727 Elder Berry Drive Sarasota, FL 34241
phone 941.379.1479  fax 941.922.1359
jgasparro@earlylearningcoalitionsarasota.org

Child Care Connection of Sarasota

(Resource & Referral, Scholarship Child Care Program, Provider Payments)
2888-D Ringling Boulevard Sarasota, FL 34237

phone 941.556.1600  fax 941.556.1606

http://www.earlylearningcoalitionsarasota.org

*Coalition activities funded in whole or in part by the Office of Early Learning (a division of the Agency for Workforce Innovation) and the Sarasota County

Government.*



