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DIRECTORS: PLEASE COPY BLACK & WHITE VERSION OF NEWSLETTER TO SHARE WITH TEACHERS!  
 

STAR Project is underway…!  
 
After months of planning the STAR-
Substitute Training and Recruitment 

program is getting off the ground!  The goal is for the 
Coalition to recruit, screen, orient and facilitate the basic 
training of both substitute and permanent teachers so 
that they will be ready for placement in local child care 
centers.  There will be nominal fees to help cover the 
costs of the screening and training. 
 
When we surveyed providers last year this need was rated 
extremely important, and many of you have asked when we 
would have this program up and running. Now we are taking 
the first steps.  Come to an exploratory meeting on 
Thursday, August 24th at the Landings, Room 101 at 
6:30 to find out more about this new program and give us 
your feedback.   
 
The plan is to start with a small pilot group of providers 
who will also serve as an advisory group to the program.  

With their input we can 
assess, evaluate, and 
modify the process as 
we go into the next 
phase and expand to 
include all providers. 
  

___________________________________________ 
 

Pre/Post Child Assessment Update  
 

 Just a quick note to let you know that the state now 
requires the Coalition to facilitate pre and post child 
assessments on a random sample of children of all ages., 
not just 3 year olds as was done before. We will continue 
to use the Creative 
Curriculum Child Assessment 
Profile for children 3-4, and 
will be exploring appropriate 
tools for the younger 
children. We will have 
trainings on conducting child 
assessments and using the 
Creative Curriculum Child 
Profile in early Fall for 
those of you who need it.  

It’s ECA Conference Time 
 
Once again the Coalition will be 
sponsoring teachers and directors 
to attend the ECA State 
Conference at the end of 
September.   Our allocation for 
conference scholarships is smaller 
this year, so we are going to limit 
our sponsorship to 5 attendees per site.  Please use the 
attached modified conference registration form which 
includes a space to enter your site.  Once the forms are 
received the Coalition will complete the registration 
process and send out confirmation postcards.  Coalition 
sponsorship is for conference registration only – it does 
not cover hotel costs.  Registration forms should be 
returned to the Early Learning Coalition by Monday, 
August 21 to 1750 17th Street, Unit K-1, Sarasota 34234.  
We hope many providers will be able to take advantage of 
this opportunity! 
 ___________________________________________ 
 

Are You Prepared for a Hurricane? 
 
Do you have a disaster plan in place? Do you know what you 
would do if a hurricane hit our area?  It is that time of 
year to be thinking carefully about this issue. Child care 
providers recently received a packet of materials from 
the Sarasota County Health department with information 
on hurricane and disaster planning and preparedness, and 
the Coalition also has this information in the Resource 
Room.  Please review this information carefully and let us 
know if there is a specific issue that you need assistance 
with at this time.  
 
Also, please let us know if you believe that your center can 
serve as an emergency childcare site immediately following 
a disaster. Obviously there are many unknowns, but some 
sites may know that they are located in a designated 
hurricane safe building or are part of a larger 
organization that has this 
capacity. We have made a 
tentative list already but want to 
make sure that we have as many 
resources available as possible 
for parents and first responders.   
 
 



Visit our website! Minutes of meetings and scholarship applications are posted. A calendar of meetings is also available, as well as the community training calendar. Look us up 
and give us your feedback! If any director or teacher would like to receive a copy of this newsletter via email, please contact the Coalition at the general email address 
below. 
 Early Learning Coalition of Sarasota County    Child Care Connection of Sarasota 
 Coalition Administrative Office     (Resource & Referral, Scholarship Child Care Program, VPK, Provider Payments) 
 1750 17th Street, Unit K-1 Sarasota, FL 34234   2886-C Ringling Boulevard Sarasota, FL 34237    
 phone 941.954-4830     fax 941.954-4831    phone 941.556.1600      fax 941.556.1606 
 mail@earlylearningcoalitionsarasota.org     
     http://www.earlylearningcoalitionsarasota.org 

*Coalition activities funded in whole or in part by the Office of Early Learning (a division of the Agency for Workforce Innovation) 
and the Sarasota County Government.* 

 
VPK NEWS  

Our second year of VPK is about to 
begin and we are delighted that we 
now have 72 child care providers 
participating! While there is a sense 
that VPK enrollment is not at the 
same level as last year, it is actually 
much higher. We have issued well 

over 1000 VPK certificates, a number we did not reach 
last year until late October. The difference this year 
may be that things are “quieter” and less frenzied 
than they were last year when we were trying to 
implement a program in a crunched time period, and 
that there is more overall capacity as a result of many 
new providers.  
 
Any provider who has openings should call or email the 
Coalition to be added to the VPK Providers with 
Openings list, which will be given to parents and posted 
on our web site. Call 954-4830 ext 4 or email 
mwolf@earlylearningcoalitionsarasota.org  
 
VPK Standards Training Part I is scheduled in 
Sarasota and Venice for new VPK teachers and for 
anyone who wasn’t able to attend last year.  The VPK 
Standards Training Part I is a requirement for VPK 
teachers and strongly recommended for directors.  
The VPK Performance Standards will be given out at 
the trainings, and teachers will get an overview of 
what is expected in a VPK program.    
 
The Coalition has prepared a VPK Classroom Learning 
Environment packet to help ensure that VPK programs 
have an appropriate, well equipped, high quality 
classroom environment in place.  These packets will be 
distributed to VPK providers in the next few weeks.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

~~Kindergarten Readiness Calendars~~ 
 Our local United Way Success by 6 Initiative produced a 
Kindergarten Readiness calendar designed for 4-5 year old 
children and their parents. It has a wealth of information 
and suggested activities to help children be prepared for 
kindergarten. We have them at the Coalition Resource 
Room ready for distribution to all of the VPK sites to 
provide to your parents. This will be an excellent tool for 
you to use to promote overall parent involvement in the 
preschool environment and to support home based 
interactions between children and parents.  
___________________________________________ 

Resource Room News 
 “It has been said that the environment 
should act as a kind of aquarium which 
reflects the ideas, ethics, attitudes and 
culture of the people who live in it.  This is 
what we are working toward.”  Loris Malaguzzi 
 Come to the Resource Room for ideas on 
how to set up your preschool environment!  

Along with a wide array of books, theme boxes, and 
handouts there is now an Ellison machine to perfectly cut 
out upper and lower case letters, and a wonderful 
computer program, the Boardmaker, to use for labeling 
and creating charts with words and pictures.   

Resource Room hours are: 
   Tuesday Noon to 4:00 pm 
   Thursday 3:00 to 7:00 pm 
First Saturday of the month 1:00 to 3:00 pm 

(941) 556-1600 ext. 118 
resourceroom@earlylearningcoalitionsarasota.org 

 ___________________________________________  

UPDATES>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
SINK PROJECT!  The Coalition has not forgotten or given 
up on this effort, but it is proving to be quite a challenge.  
We are trying a new approach and will keep you posted. 
MENTOR SURVEY RESULTS. . . Recently, providers 
who had participated in mentoring programs through 
Coalition contracts with SCTI, the Florida Center, the 
YMCA Gold Seal Project, and Dr. Virginia Myers were 
called to get their feedback on services.  The results were 
very positive!  All participants reported that mentors were 
extremely helpful and real changes were made as a result.    


