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Resource & Referral
Assistance in locating Quality Child Care

Scholarship Child Care/Financial Aid

Karen Massa (Resource & Referral, Provider Relations Coordinator,
Complaints regarding abuse/neglect)

kmassa@childcareconnectionsarasota.org
(941) 556-1600 ext 106

Luz Ramirez **
Family Eligibility Specialist

lramirez@childcareconnectionsarasota.org
(941) 556-1600 ext 105

Cecilia Escobar ** (Resource & Referral, Scholarship Child Care
application, VPK application)

cescobar@childcareconnectionsarasota.org
(941) 556-1600 ext 113

Cleshia Woodie
Scholarship Child Care Eligibility Coordinator

cwoodie@childcareconnectionsarasota.org
(941) 556-1600 ext 103

Resource & Referral Information Line
(941) 556-1600 ext 122

Lauren Karabatsos
Early Childhood Resources, Resource & Referral, Scholarship Child Care

lkarabatsos@childcareconnectionsarasota.org
(941) 556-1600 ext 120

Voluntary Prekindergarten ( VPK)

Terica Johnson
Family Eligibility Specialist

tjohnson@childcareconnectionsarasota.org
(941) 556-1600 ext 102

Laura Woodson
VPK application

lwoodson@childcareconnectionsarasota.org
(941) 556-1600 ext 108

Shanta Vessel
Family Eligibility Specialist

skeyes@childcareconnectionsarasota.org
(941) 556-1600 ext 111

Pam Waller
VPK & Family Eligibility Specialist – South County families

pwaller@childcareconnectionsarasota.org
941) 556-1600 ext 203 OR (941) 429-3715

Pam Waller
VPK & Family Eligibility Specialist – South County families

pwaller@childcareconnectionsarasota.org
(941) 556-1600 ext 203 OR (941) 429-3715

VPK Information Line
(941) 556-1600 ext 125

Scholarship Child Care Information Line
(941) 556-1600 ext 123

Child Care Connection
All Program Services

Provider Reimbursement and Finance

Kathleen Bailey (Early Childhood Resources, Scholarship Child
Care application, VPK application)

kbailey@childcareconnectionsarasota.org
(941) 556-1600 ext 101

Erin Anderson and Rebecca Shafer
Reimbursement Specialist for School Readiness, Provider assistance for
rates, payment
eanderson@childcareconnectionsarasota.org
rshafer@childcareconnectionsarasota.org

(941) 556-1600 ext 114

Cecilia Escobar **
Early Childhood Resources, Resource & Referral, Scholarship Child
Care application, VPK application

cescobar@childcareconnectionsarasota.org
(941) 556-1600 ext 113

Joyce-Miller Porter
Reimbursement Coordinator for VPK and School Readiness

jmiller@childcareconnectionsaraota.org
(941) 556-1600 ext 110

Laura Woodson
Early Childhood Resources, Scholarship Child Care, VPK application

lwoodson@childcareconnectionsarasota.org

(941) 556-1600 ext 108

James Pawlak
Business Manager

jpawlak@childcareconnectionsarasota.org
(941) 556-1600 ext 115

Julia Smirnov
Early Childhood Resources

jsmirnov@childcareconnectionsarasota.org

(941) 556-1600 ext 116

Linda Mason
Director, Child Care Connection

lmason@childcareconnectionsarasota.org
(941) 556-1600 ext 104

Habla Español **
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Office locations and office hours

Child Care Connection main office in Sarasota

North Port office

Venice
We do not have an office in Venice at the present time; however, we may be able to offer

appointments in the Venice area at rotating locations. Please call 556-1600 ext 203 or 429-3715 for
more information.

Child Care Connection
2886 C Ringling Blvd

Sarasota, Florida 34237
(941) 556-1600

FAX (941) 556-1606

Office hours

Mon, Wed, Thurs 7:30a – 5:30p
Tuesday 7:30a – 7:00p
Friday 7:30a – 11:30a

Child Care Connection
At North Port Social Services office

6919 Outreach Way
North Port, Florida 34287

(941) 556-1600 ext 203
OR (941) 429-3715
FAX (941) 556-1606

Office hours*
Mon, Tues, Wed, 8:00a – 4:00p
Thursday
Friday 8:00a – 11:00a
*Please call ahead as we are not
always in the office and our hours may
vary.


