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Hello to all Early Childhood Educators!  
 

The Coalition Wishes all of you a Happy and Joyous Holiday Season! 
 

DIRECTORS: PLEASE SHARE THIS NEWSLETTER WITH YOUR TEACHERS! 
 
*************************************************************************************** 

 

“READY, SET GROW” ANNUAL PROVIDER CONFERENCE  
SET FOR JANUARY 24TH 

 

The third annual “Ready, Set Grow Provider Conference” sponsored by the School Readiness 
Coalition is set for January 24, 2004. The theme this year is “Character Development: What is it, 
How to teach it, and How to promote it in our children.” This theme fits nicely with the Coalition’s 
emphasis this year, in its pre/post test pilot project, of a focus on the social and emotional health 
of our children, and promoting protective factors and resilience in young children. 
 

The keynote speaker for the conference is Sharron Krull. She will provide both a morning keynote 
entitled “Celebrate Children” and an afternoon group workshop for all participants after lunch on 
“Building Children’s Self Esteem”. There will be four break-out sessions before lunch. These are: 
“How Teachers and Parents can Work Together to Develop Character,” offered by Marlene 
Resnick, “Promoting Character in Infants and Toddlers,” by Dr. Kathy Kourapis, “Teaching 
Character Development to Preschool Children,” by Nancy Lindsley, and “Mind your Manners”, by 
Dr. Ginny Myers. A box lunch will be provided and is included in your registration fee. 
 

We look forward to seeing all of you there! Included with this newsletter is a registration form that 
has all the details. Please feel free to make as many copies as you need. For those sites 
participating in the DECA project, please remember that you get one free registration per site for 
this conference. The first 50 people to register will receive a special door prize!  
 
 

 
                   
 

        
 
The School Readiness Coalition and the Sarasota Family YMCA have received a “Reading is 
Fundamental” grant, (from Reading is Fundamental, Inc, with matching funds from the Women’s 
Initiative of the United Way). One of the activities of this project is a Community Reading Challenge 
that will take place during the last two weeks in February. This involves having as many people 
and organizations in the community participating in this challenge to get young children interested 
and motivated to read. We encourage you to participate and to get involved. Try to plan a number 
of activities during those two weeks to promote a love of books and reading. We will be sending 
you more information on this event in our January newsletter                               
 
 

Newsletter continued on the next page…Keep reading! 
 

 

COMMUNITY READING CHALLENGE!



 
UNIVERSAL PRE-K IMPLEMENTATION 

 

Many of you have had questions about the implementation of Universal Pre-K. DOE’s Universal 
Pre-K Council met over the past several months and made recommendations to the Board of 
Education. The Board of Education will make final recommendations to the legislature, based on 
what they think is the best plan. The original UPK Council report can be found on their website, but 
there have already been suggested changes by the Department of Education. Many people were 
fairly satisfied with most of the original recommendations. However, our Coalition and many other 
advocates across the state were concerned about two aspects: the requirement that all 
participating sites must be Gold Seal accredited within one year, and the plan that all of the funds 
that currently serve 4 year old children in School Readiness programs will be diverted to UPK. This 
limits parental choice and leaves many of our local providers unable to participate. This is 
something we all need to be aware of and remain informed about during this legislative session. 
Decisions will be made by state legislators that can and will impact many of you. The Coalition is 
planning to hold an informational workshop early next year for all interested providers to help you 
plan and prepare for UPK.  
 

Need Training or Consultation?? 
 

Training, consultations and assistance with special needs children are available to you through a 
new coordinated system managed by the Coalition. Effective December 15, 2003, A new “Request 
for Training Form” will be completed and will be posted on our website, or it can be faxed to you. 
Providers can fill out this form to request training on site for small groups of teachers, individual 
consultation, or for assistance with a child that you are concerned about. The Coalition will then 
forward your request to the appropriate agency to assist you, and staff from that agency will make 
arrangements to work with your site, if appropriate. This will allow the Staff Development and 
Training Committee to identify training needs and trends, and to be better able to plan for 
community-wide trainings as well. Most individual requests will be accommodated, but there may 
be times when a training request will be better suited for a larger group training opportunity. 
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HEARING AND VISION SCREENINGS 
 

One of the things that we all need to do is to ensure that our School Readiness children have 
received a basic hearing and vision screening. The Coalition has purchased hearing and vision 
kits so that children who have not had these important screenings can get them. We are 
trying to determine the need out there. Many of you already have someone that comes to 
your site and conduct screenings. Some of you know that the children at your sites have had 
screenings done somewhere else. Please talk with your parents and let us know if you would be 
interested in having screenings conducted at your site. Once we know what the need is, we 
can arrange for a team to receive training on the use of the kits, and arrangements can be 
made to screen children who may be in need. 
 
 This the sixth edition of a Newsletter to keep childcare providers informed of the activities of the School Readiness Coalition. 
 

The Coalition Office Can Be Reached At:  4727 Elder Berry Drive, Sarasota, 34241  
Phone 379-1479;  Fax 922-1359;  

 Email:  sarasotaschoolreadiness@comcast.net  or  janetkahn@comcast.net  or  rchandr2@tampabay.rr.com 
 
If any director or teacher would like to receive a copy of this newsletter in their email box next time, just email us at one of the above addresses. 
 

See Our Website for the Sarasota School Readiness Coalition! Minutes of meetings and scholarship applications are 
posted.  A calendar of meetings will be posted, and also a section for you to exchange information and ideas. Look us 
up and give us your feedback. www.sarasotaschoolreadiness.org 


